No.7. Then fate moved swiftly
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Then fate moved swift - ly. My King, my good Pra - su - tagas had made his will:
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Half to the Em - pe-ror ofRome; half to me, hisfami - ly. What grea - ter jus-tice could there be?
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My wise Pra-su - ta-gas! What Ro - man would not ho - nour such a will?
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What Ro-man would not smile at such di-plo-ma-cy? What Ro - man with his love of law would not
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ho-nour such a King's bequeath? Ah, Fate! Was it you sent us Ca - tus De-cia - nus,
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the tax - col - lec-tor, with half a thou-sand men? He spoke before us all:
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ut honour too the loan made from our Imperial Treasury! ;. amente
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. | saw he knew there was no loan.
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| saw a Ro-man vul - ture. Lies. De - ceit
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- Those who cannot pay their debt are bankrupt in the eyes of Rome.
Hesawmylook and spoke a-gain: A bankrupt's lands are sold, and he becomes but common slave
- of Royal blood or no!
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The moment hung; a chal - lenge poised to test my first true act as queen.
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Sol-diers stood by, un-hap - py, shif-ting foot to foot | saw the
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deal: cen -tu - rion's share. One  thought cried out: Ne - go - tiate! Ne-
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and knew:

his eyes

Then | saw

Re - treat!

tiate!

Ne-go

go - tiate!
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And

hy - e - na's feast!
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